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Jose Atiles is an Assistant Professor in the Departments of 
Sociology at the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign. Jose holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from the 
University of Coimbra (Portugal), a Ph.D. in Philosophy 
from the University of the Basque Country (Spain), and a 
MA in Sociology of Law from the International Institute for 
the Sociology of Law (Oñati). His research and 
publications focus primarily on the sociolegal and 
criminological implications of US colonialism in Puerto 
Rico, and to elucidate how corruption, state violence and 
state-corporate crime exacerbates the unequal and 
undemocratic condition of Puerto Rico. He has published in 
peer-reviewed journals such as The Sociological Review, 
British Journal of Criminology, Critical Criminology, Latin 
American Perspectives, State Crime Journal, among 
others. Currently, Jose is working on his book manuscript 
Crisis by Design: Emergency Powers, Corruption and 
Resistance in Puerto Rico.  The book analyzes the role of 
law, the state of emergency, and anticorruption 
mobilizations in the current multilayered crisis of Puerto 
Rico: economic instability and insurmountable debt since 
2006, devastation generated by hurricanes Irma and 
María in 2017, a swarm of earthquakes in January of 
2020, and the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

The LC seeks to exchange, promote, and disseminate information that contribute to the 
criminological knowledge and understanding of the rapidly growing Latina/o/x population. 
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