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Law and Society Reading List 
Summer 2025 

 
Law and Society (introduction) 

Abel, R. L. 2010. Law and Society: Project and Practice. Annual Review of Law and Social Science 6: 1-
23.  

Chua, L. and Massoud, M. (2024). Out of Place: Power, Person and Difference in Socio-Legal Research. 
Cambridge University Press 

Macaulay, S. 1984. “Law and the Behavioral Sciences: Is There Any There There?” Law & Policy 6: 
149-187.  

Morrill, C. and K. Mayo. 2015. Charting the “Classics” in Law and Society. The Development of the 
field over the Past Half-Century. In The Handbook of Law and Society, eds. Austin Sarat and 
Patricia Ewick. Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, pp 18-32.  

Nader, L. 1997. Law in Culture and Society. Berkeley: University of California Press, Introduction. 
Santos, B. 2020. Toward a New Legal Common Sense: Law, Globalization, and Emancipation. (Third 

Edition). New York and Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.   
Seron, C. and Silbey, S.S. 2004. Profession, Science, and Culture: An Emergent Canon of Law and 

Society Research. In The Blackwell Companion to Law and Society, A. Sarat (Ed.). 
https://doi.org/10.1002/9780470693650.ch3 

Silbey, S. and Sarat, A. 1987. Critical Tradition in Law and Society Research. Law & Society Review 
21(1): 165-174. 

Sterett, S. 2015. What is Law and Society? Definitional Disputes.  In The Handbook of Law and Society, 
eds. Austin Sarat and Patricia Ewick. Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, pp3-16. 

 
Legal Consciousness and Law in Everyday Life 

Chua, L. J., & Engel, D. M. 2019. Legal Consciousness Reconsidered. Annual Review of Law & Social 
Science 15(1), 335–353. 

Ewick, P, and Silbey, S. 1998. The Common Place of Law: Stories from Everyday Life. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press.  

Marshall, Anna-Maria and Barclay, S. 2003. Symposium Introduction: In Their Own Words: How 
Ordinary People Construct the Legal World. Law & Social Inquiry 28(3): 617– 28. 

Merry, S.E. 1988. “Legal Pluralism.” Law & Society Review 22: 869-896. 
Silbey, S. 2005. After Legal Consciousness. Annual Review of Law and Social Science 1: 323– 368. 
Silva, F. 2022. Relational Legal Consciousness and Anticorruption: Lava Jato, Social Media 

Interactions, and the Co‐production of Law’s Detraction in Brazil (2017–2019). Law & 
Society Review 56(3): 344–68. 

Young, K. M. 2014. Everyone Knows the Game: Legal Consciousness in the Hawaiian Cockfight. 
Law & Society Review 48(3): 499–530. 

 
Rights Consciousness and Litigation 

Engel, D. 2016. The Myth of the Litigious Society. The University of Chicago Press.  
Calavita, K. and Jenness, V. 2013. “Inside the Pyramid of Disputes: Naming Problems and Filing 

Grievances in California Prisons.” Social Problems 60(1): 50–80. 
Felstiner, W., Abel, R., and Sarat, A. 1981. “The Emergence and Transformation of Disputes: 

Naming, Blaming, and Claiming...” Law & Society Review 15: 631-654.  

https://doi.org/10.1002/9780470693650.ch3
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Galanter, M. 1974. “Why the ‘Haves’ Come Out Ahead: Speculations on the Limits of Legal 
Change.” Law & Society Review 9: 95-160.  

McCann, M. 2014. “The Unbearable Lightness of Rights: On Sociolegal Inquiry in the  Global Era” 
(2013 LSA Presidential Address). Law & Society Review 48(2): 245–73. 

Merry, S.E. 1990. Getting Justice and Getting Even: Legal Consciousness among Working- Class Americans. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

Merry, S. E. 2006. Human rights and gender violence: translating international law into local justice. University 
of Chicago Press.  

Merry, S. E. 2014. “Inequality and Rights: Commentary on Michael McCann's “The Unbearable 
Lightness of Rights” Law & Society Review Volume 48( 2): 285-295. 

Scheingold, S. 2004. The Politics of Rights: Lawyers, Policy, and Political Change. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press. 

 
Legal Mobilizations and Social Change 

Chua, L. 2012. Pragmatic Resistance: Law and Social Movements in Authoritarian States: The Case 
of Gay Collective Action in Singapore. Law and Society Review 46(4): 713-743. 

Chua, L. J. 2019. Legal Mobilization and Authoritarianism. Annual Review of Law & Social Science 
15(1): 355–376.  

Epp, C.R. Making rights real: Activists, bureaucrats, and the creation of the legalistic state. University of 
Chicago Press, 2010. 

Francis, M. 2019. The Price of Civil Rights: Black Politics, White Money, and Movement Capture.’ 
Law and Society Review 53(1): 275-309.  

Liu, S., and Halliday, T. 2019. “The Ecology of Activism: Professional Mobilization as a Spatial 
Process.” Canadian Review of Sociology 56: 452-471. 

McCann, M. 2006. Law and Social Movements: Contemporary Perspectives. Annual Review of Law 
& Social Science 2 (1): 17–38. 

McCann, M. W. 1994. Rights at work : pay equity reform and the politics of legal mobilization. 
University of Chicago Press. 

Zemans, F. 1983. “Legal Mobilization: The Neglected Role of Law in the Political System.” 
American Political Science Review, 77(3): pp. 690-703. 

 
Law and Organizations 

Edelman, L.B. 1992. “Legal Ambiguity and Symbolic Structures: Organizational Mediation of Civil 
Rights Law.” American Journal of Sociology 97: 1531-76. 

Edelman, L.B. 2016. Working Law: Courts, Corporations, and Symbolic Civil Rights. University of Chicago 
Press. 

Edelman, L.B., Howard Erlanger and Christopher Uggen. 1999. “The Endogeneity of Law: 
Grievance Procedures as Rational Myth.” American Journal of Sociology 105: 406-54. 

Edelman, L.B., Krieger, L.H. Eliason, S., Albiston, C. and Mellema, V. 2011. “When Organizations 
Rule: Judicial Deference to Institutionalized Employment Structures,” American Journal of 
Sociology 117: 888-954. 

Edelman, L.B., and Suchman, M.C. 1997. "The legal environments of organizations." Annual review of 
sociology 23(1): 479-515. 

Edelman, L.B., and Suchman, M.C. 1999."When the “haves” hold court: Speculations on the 
organizational internalization of law." Law & Society Review 33(4), 941-991. 
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Kalev, A., Dobbin, F. and Kelly, E. 2006. “Best Practices or Best Guesses? Assessing the Efficacy of 
Corporate Affirmative Action and Diversity Policies.” American Sociological Review 71: 
589-617. 

Knight, C., Dobbin, F. and Alexandra, K. 2022. "Under the Radar: Visibility and the Effects of 
Discrimination Lawsuits in Small and Large Firms." American Sociological Review 87(2):175-201. 

 
The Legal Profession 

Deo, M. 2019. Unequal Profession: Race and Gender in Legal Academia. Stanford: Stanford University 
Press.  

Dinovitzer, R., and Garth, B. 2020. The New Place of Corporate Law Firms in the Structuring of 
Elite Legal Careers. Law & Social Inquiry 45: 339-371.  

Karpik, L. and Halliday T. 2011.  The Legal Complex. Annual review of Law and Social Science. 7, 
217-36.  

Kennedy, D. 1982. Legal Education and the Reproduction of Hierarchy. Journal of Legal Education 
32(4): 591–615. 

Lazarus-Black, Mindie. 2008. After Empire: Training Lawyers as a Postcolonial Enterprise. Small 
Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism 12(1): 38–56. 

Liu, S. 2006. Client Influence and the Contingency of Professionalism: The Work of Elite Corporate 
Lawyers in China. Law & Society Review 40(4): 751–781. 

Liu, S. 2008. Globalization as Boundary-Blurring: International and Local Law Firms in China’s 
Corporate Law Market. Law & Society Review 42(4): 771–804. 

Marshall, A.M., and Hale, D. 2014. Cause Lawyering. Annual Review of Law and Social Science, 10, 301-
320.  

Sarat, A., and Felstiner, W. 1986. “Law and Strategy in the Divorce Lawyer’s Office.” Law & Society 
Review 20: 93-134. 

The State, Institutions, and the Law 
Crenshaw, K. 1989. “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique 

of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics.” The University of 
Chicago Legal Forum. 

Liu, S. 2015. “Law’s Social Forms: A Powerless Approach to the Sociology of Law.” Law & Social 
Inquiry 40: 1-28. 

Menjívar, C., & Abrego, L. 2012. Legal Violence: Immigration Law and the Lives of Central 
American Immigrants. American Journal of Sociology 117(5): 1380–1421. 

Moustafa, T. 2003. Law versus the State: The Judicialization of Politics in Egypt. Law & Social 
Inquiry 28: 883-930. Bourdieu, Pierre. 1987. “The Force of Law: Toward a Sociology of the 
Juridical Field.” The Hastings Law Journal 38: 805-853.  

Moustafa, T. 2014. Law and Courts in Authoritarian Regimes. Annual Review of Law & Social Science 
10 (5): 281–99. 

Santos, B. 1987. “Law: A Map of Misreading. Toward a Postmodern Conception of Law.” Journal of 
Law and Society 14: 279-302.  

Silva, F. 2022. Law and Illiberalism: A Sociolegal Review and Research Road Map. Annual Review of 
Law and Social Science 18: https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110921-105921 

 

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110921-105921

