
QUALIFYING EXAM
Law and Society
The questions below are the qualifying exam in the area of Law and Society.  You must answer one question from each of the three sections below in an essay format.  Each answer should be a self-contained essay approximately 8–10 pages long (i.e., 2,000–2,500 words). In the essay, you must cite referenced works and include a bibliography. One comprehensive bibliography for all three questions will be sufficient. You may consult materials from the reading list you’ve been provided, as well as any other scholarly sources you’ve read during the exam period. 
Please submit your responses to the questions no later than____.

1. Choose and answer one of the following questions:
Question 1: 
"Law on the books" versus "law in action" is a central theme in law and society scholarship. First, explain what this tension is. Then, drawing on two areas from the reading list (e.g., organizations, courts, rights, etc.), describe how this disjuncture plays out in these domains. Be sure to draw on specific evidence and examples from the readings, and offer at least 2 specific examples from each of your two chosen areas from the reading list.
Question 2: 
Power and inequality are central to the operation of law. Drawing on two areas from the reading list, explain how differential power dynamics affect legal outcomes. Be sure to offer specific evidence and examples, and offer at least 2 specific examples from each of your two chosen areas from the reading list. Ultimately, based on the empirical evidence, do you think the law works to uphold or ameliorate inequalities? Some questions you may want to consider in your answer include (but are not limited to):
a. How does access to resources affect the realization of rights?
b. How does one's identity (or identities) affect their access to and/or treatment by the legal system?
c. How does one's social position affect how they understand issues as legal (or not) and therefore the actions they take to resolve those issues?







2. Choose and answer one of the following questions:

Question 1:

A significant body of law and society scholarship, including many of the texts on the reading list, has interrogated the intimate relationship between law, state power, and violence. These approaches emphasize how legal and institutional structures sustain regimes of domination and harm through processes such as exclusion, subordination, criminalization, and the material restructuring of state institutions, both domestically and globally.

Drawing on the readings, identify and critically examine at least three key areas in which scholars explore the entanglements of law, state power, and violence (e.g., colonialism, imperialism, value extraction, racialization, gendered governance, migration control, illiberalism). Explain how scholars conceptualize the relationship between law and violence in these specific areas, and analyze both the continuities and contradictions across their frameworks. Your answer should emphasize how law is used to enforce, naturalize, or conceal state and institutional violence.

Question 2:
 
In contrast to views of law as a purely top-down structure, a rich body of law and society scholarship examines how people engage, reinterpret, and mobilize the law in their everyday lives. These approaches focus on how individuals and communities navigate legal systems—ranging from informal disputes to formal legal processes—to assert rights, contest injustices, and construct alternative visions of justice.
 
Drawing on the reading list, analyze how people mobilized the law through practices such as litigation, cause lawyering, or transnational legal mobilization. Focus primarily on how legal engagement can serve as a form of resistance or political practice. Be sure to discuss at least three areas of legal mobilizations and highlight both the potential and the limitations of these uses of the law in effecting social change.



1. Choose and answer one of the following questions:

Question 1:

The legal profession is both a driver and a reflection of broader social stratification. How does stratification within the legal profession (e.g., by race, class, gender, educational pedigree, or firm type) both reflect and reproduce inequality in society more broadly. What are the implications of the stratified structure of the legal profession for access to legal representation and justice for marginalized communities?

Question 2:
 
Audre Lorde famously said: “The master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house” – an observation often made in the literature on legal mobilization. Sociologists and legal scholars have long debated the potential of civil litigation to serve as a mechanism for social change. Drawing on empirical and theoretical literature, analyze the possibilities and limitations of using civil litigation as a strategy for advancing equity, justice, or structural reform. Under what conditions does litigation succeed or fail to produce broader social transformation? Consider the roles of legal actors, institutions, and the political environment in shaping these outcomes.

